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INTRODUCTION

Children develop quickly in the early years and early years practitioners, such as Kids’ Club, aim to do all they can to help children have the best possible start in life. Children have a statutory right to provision which enables them to develop their personalities, talents and abilities irrespective of ethnicity, culture or religion, home language, family background, learning difficulties, disabilities or gender.
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It aims to give children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.

The EYFS seeks to provide:

· Quality and Consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind.

· A Secure Foundation through learning and development opportunities which are planned around the needs and interests of each individual child and are assessed and reviewed regularly.

· Partnership working between practitioners and with parents and carers.

· Equality of Opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is included and supported.

Four guiding principles shape EYFS practice:

· Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self assured.

· Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.
· Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents / carers.

· Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.

As a provider registered by OFSTED, kids’ club will follow the themes and principles of the EYFS with all children in the age group. The aim of our provision is to complement what the children experience in school, not to replicate it. Kids’ club is not school and at the end of the school day the children need a different but complimentary set of experiences and opportunities from those offered at school. 

The enclosed information is designed to explain how we will deliver the EYFS in practice and how our provision fits into the children’s overall experience.
DAILY ROUTINE

Each day at after school club your child will take part in a variety of activities which enable the staff to observe and plan across the 7 areas of Learning and Development. In this way we can ensure that the needs of every child are met and that there are opportunities to focus on different areas of development. The activities within the daily routine are planned in advance in response to the children’s needs.  


3.10p.m.
Children collected from class




Play staff liase with class teachers


3.30p.m.
Free play session in gym

(Physical Development, Personal, Social & Emotional Development)


3.45p.m.
Circle time / Discussion time

(Communication and Language, Literacy / Understanding the World)

4.00p.m.
Continuous provision in group room




(All areas of Learning & Development)


4.30p.m.
Snack time




(Personal, Social & Emotional Development)


4.45p.m.
Focused activity




(All areas of Learning & Development)


5.30p.m.
Quiet activity




(All areas of Learning & Development)


6.00p.m.
Close

Continuous provision allows the children to freely access 10 different areas of play (sand, water, malleable, mark making, role play, construction, book area, painting, small world, workshop) in addition to ICT and outdoor play.

The focused activity will be planned in response to individual and group needs and could be a creative, physical or musical session.

The quiet activity brings the day to a close and could be story time, song time, quiet games, listening to music, discussions or relaxation time. 

OBSERVATION, ASSESSMENT & PLANNING

Observations of children help us to assess the progress which children are making and enable us to decide where children are in their learning and development and to inform future planning.  Ongoing observation helps the staff to get to know the children better and plan appropriate play and learning experiences based on the children’s interests and needs as well as identifying any concerns about a child’s development. Assessment is used to plan the next steps in a child’s development and to regularly review progress.

OBSERVATION

The play staff continuously observe the children to find out about their needs, what they are interested in and what they can do. They will note children’s responses in different situations and use this to highlight children’s achievements or the need for further support.

Observation is ongoing and unobtrusive and is part of our daily routine.

ASSESSMENT

Assessments are the decisions we make based on what we have observed about a child’s development and learning. We use formative assessment by recording regular observations of the children in terms of their interests and abilities.

Assessment will also take into account information gathered from other sources such as parents, schools and external support agencies.

PLANNING

We plan activities weekly in advance, based around our daily routine and areas of learning and development highlighted in our assessments and observations. Some areas of learning and Development are continuously included in our plans while others are targeted during our focused activity in response to identified needs. Each activity on our planning sheet is linked to the relevant Early Learning Goals or area of Learning & Development.

We aim to ensure flexibility in planning for the group, while keeping a focus on children’s individual and present learning needs, interests and achievements. 

This process always follows the same pattern-

Observe - Assess - Use what we have found out about the children to plan for the next steps in their learning.  

THE PLAY ENVIRONMENT

We aim to provide a rich and varied environment which supports children’s learning and development. This gives them the confidence to explore and learn in secure and safe, yet challenging, indoor and outdoor spaces.

At kids’ club this is done through providing -

An indoor environment-

· Which provides a place for activity, rest, eating and playing.

· Which includes resources which are appropriate, well maintained and accessible to all children.

· Which is planned to be used flexibly with a range of activities provided.

An outdoor environment-

· Which gives the children opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors.

· Which gives the children first-hand contact with weather, seasons and the natural world.

· Which gives the children freedom to explore, use their senses and be physically active.

An emotional environment-

· Which is created by all the people in the club, with adults ensuring that the club is warm, friendly, welcoming and accepting of everyone.

· Which offers empathy and support to all children.

· Which develops children’s confidence and encourages them to try new experiences.

· Which enables children to express their feelings in the knowledge that they will be accepted and valued.

For children in the EYFS, we will ensure that-

· Additional support is provided if required.

· Children are involved in planning the layout of the play environment and help to keep it tidy.

· Children have opportunities to be outside on a daily basis.

· Children are helped to understand how to behave appropriately.

PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS

The EYFS establishes the importance of parents as children’s first and most enduring educators. Where parents and practitioners work together in early years settings, the results have a positive impact on children’s development and learning. An effective 2 way flow of information, knowledge and expertise between kids’ club and parents is essential for the identification of children’s learning needs and to ensure a quick response to any area of particular difficulty. 

When working with parents and families we are committed to respecting diversity, communicating effectively, providing role models and positive images, offering support and responding to feedback.

Parents can share information with us through-

· Registration forms

· Medical forms

· All about me booklets

· Keeping us up to date with any changes at home

· Questionnaires

· Informal discussion

· Attending a parent drop in evening

We will share information with parents through-

· EYFS Handbook

· Parents meetings

· Newsletters

· Leaflets

· Sharing club policies and procedures

· Notice boards

· Displays

· Posters

· Parent drop in evenings

· Accident and Incident forms

· Informal discussion

SHARING INFORMATION

In addition to sharing information with parents, where children receive education and care in more than one setting (such as school and after school club), it is essential to ensure continuity and coherence by sharing relevant information with each other. Working in partnership with other settings, other professionals and with individuals and groups in the community supports children’s development and learning and promotes their welfare.

For children who attend kids’ club, their school is the primary provider of the Early Years Foundation Stage. The role of kids’ club is to complement what the school provides not to replicate it. As such, we have established links with the Foundation Stage teachers in order to promote a 2 way flow of information, knowledge and expertise.

In practice this process involves-

· Kids’ club staff attending parents school induction events.

· Daily liaison with Foundation stage teachers when collecting children.

· Incorporating current topics and areas of focus from school into our planning to extend and compliment the children’s learning in a different context and environment.

· Developing links with local organisations and individuals in the community who can offer support, advice and expertise.

· Sharing appropriate information with relevant organisations and individuals about children’s achievements, progress and any areas which may need further support.

· Maintaining records which are clear and accessible and can be easily shared across agencies.

KEY WORKERS

At kids’ club, each child in the EYFS group is allocated a key worker. The key worker is the named member of staff assigned to an individual child to support their development and act as the key point of contact with that child’s parents. The key worker has special responsibility for working with a small group of children and for developing relationships with them and their parents.

The key worker helps each child to become familiar with the club and ensures that the needs of all children in their group are met, helps them to feel welcome, safe, secure, confident and settled. The key worker will also be responsible for observing and assessing their children and planning to meet their individual needs.

A list of key workers and their children is displayed on our notice board.

Your child’s key worker will speak to you if-

· They have any concerns

· They have an accident form

· They have an incident form

· The child has made progress in an area of development

· The child has particularly enjoyed an activity

· They need to clarify information

You should speak to your child’s key worker if-

· You have any concerns

· You have any questions

· You need to tell us about any changes at home

· You have a complaint

· You have any ideas to pass on

When children are collected from kids’ club, the child’s key worker will generally speak to the parent about their day and ensure a smooth handover.
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